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Human trafficking is the the third most profitable illegal business in the world. It is a 

worldwide problem and a daily reality in Central América. Guatemala is not an exception, 

as our coutry is a source, a transit point and a destination place for this kind of criminal 

activity, especially on the border areas with Mexico and Belice.  

It is certainly alarming that, according to the data, seven out of ten reported victims are 

women. They are the most vulnerable group to sexUAL explotation,  although the number 

of children who are victims of human trafficking is increasing due to the continuous 

arrival of foreign child sex tourists, who come predominantly from Canada, the United 

States and Western Europe.  

Furthermore, indigenous Guatemalans are particularly vulnerable to forced labour, often 

in agriculture, domestic service and increasingly in Tortilla shops in Guatemala and the 

border countries. It also occurs through forced marriages. 

The response of Guatemala to this alarming situation is a complete commitment towards 

the fight against human trafficking, both at national and international levels. As a part of 

the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime of 2003 and the 

Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and 

Children of 2004, Guatemala has restructured and amended its criminal legislation to 

bring it into line with new international commitments. The main evidence of that is the 

reinforcement of the persecution and conviction of human traffickers by the 

Antitrafficking law of 2009, which prescribed penalties from eight to eighteen years of 

imprisonement for this crime. Moreover, this law constitutes the institutionalization of 

the system of care, protection, repatriation and restitution of rights for victims of sexual 

violence, exploitation and human trafficking due to the creation of  the  national 

Secretariat against Sexual Violence, Exploitation, and Trafficking in Persons (SVET).  

On the other side, the recent  application of the Guatemalan Antitrafficking action plan 

2018-2022 is raising the awareness of this issue in an inclusive way by the addition of the 

different protocols in Maya dialects and the creation of surveillance and mentoring 

regional units.  

The Republic of Guatemala believes that since human trafficking is one of the main 

organized crimes at the international level, solutions should come from international and 

regional cooperation. This means not only a pooling of economic and police resources, 

but also a study of the main traffic flows used by the mafias and the subsequent 

multilateral cooperation of the affected countries in each case.  Therefore, we urge the 

countries present in the Comission to open a dialogue that is more than necessary to 

combat this crime that attacks direcly the heart of human rights. 


