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Argentina Position Paper 

Argentina is a particular center for Human Trafficking, as it stands among the richest countries in 
south America. Northern Argentina, where the urbanisation is most developed, is a destination of 
choice for human traffickers of all southern American countries. 

Human trafficking in Argentina is visible in most of its forms, namely: 

1. Sex trafficking activities: This concerns mostly women and children from Argentina. But many 
other nationalities are to be found in this network. The most concerned are the following: 
Dominican Republic, Paraguay, Bolivia, Uruguay and Brazil.  

2. Forced labor (such as sweatshops, agriculture, street vending, charcoal and brick production, 
domestic work, and small businesses): Concerning mostly the following countries: Argentina, 
Bolivia, Paraguay and Peru. 

As seen hereabove, human trafficking in Argentina has a very transnational nature. The victims 
have to endure long journeys and cross the borders illegally before they eventually reach it. For this 
reason, the network of human Trafficking shall be regarded as a south American issue, which makes 
it of primary importance to create an active collaboration between south American countries. 

Argentina has been able to enhance its means of struggle against such activities within its territory 
mainly thanks to progress in the legislative field. The enactment of the law number 26.364, in 2008 
allowed great progress in the prosecution of traffickers. Even though the law is inconsistent with the 
definition of “trafficking“ under international law (the law established the use of force, fraud, or 
coercion as aggravating factors rather than essential elements of the crime). 
This was accompanied by the development of a full range of action against human trafficking, such 
as increasing the number of prosecutions; providing more training to government officials and civil 
society members; and improving data collection. 

The great advance of the last decades was however somewhat balanced by the decrease of the 
number of investigations and convictions; housing for victims, remained inadequate; and victim 
identification of vulnerable populations remained insufficient. Despite efforts to hold complicit 
officials accountable, official complicity in trafficking crimes continued to inhibit law enforcement 
efforts. 

Related to the last difficulties met to advance in the matter of eradicating human trafficking, 
Argentina would like to state its will to strive an everlasting effort to annihilate the calamity that 
human trafficking is, and to humbly ask its neighbours to collaborate against it, in the name of 
humanity.       
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