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As the world’s fourth most populous nation, Indonesia is often cited as a model of 

success in transitioning to democracy. However, a significant number of Indonesian 

men and women who migrate overseas each year to work in the construction, 

agriculture, manufacturing, and domestic service sectors are subjected to conditions of 

forced labour or debt bondage. Indonesia is a major source country and to a much lesser 

extent, a destination and transit country for women, children and men who are subjected 

to sex trafficking and forced labour. Women and children are at the greatest risk of being 

trafficked. Weak local economic conditions and high youth unemployment creates 

conditions of vulnerability. This situation causes 2 main human trafficking trends:  

1. cross-border and internal trafficking of women and girls for domestic work with 

studies suggesting that between 80,000-100,000 women and children are trafficked 

internally for sexual exploitation each year, 

2. internal and cross border trafficking of men, women and children for forced labour 

with child victims reportedly working up to 14 to 16 hours a day at very low wages. 

The Government of Indonesia has made significant efforts to reduce human trafficking 

through strengthening protection, prevention, and prosecution mechanisms in the 

country. At the national level, the government implemented an anti-trafficking law in 

2007, which criminalized debt bondage, labour exploitation, sexual exploitation, and 

transnational and internal trafficking. Under this law, all forms of human trafficking are 

punishable by up to 15 years in prison. The Ministry of Labour also opened one of 18 

anti-trafficking centres; here awareness-raising materials and economic empowerment 

programmes for prospective migrants and at-risk youth are provided. At the local level, 

31 new anti-trafficking taskforces are created to provide vocational training and 

scholarships for women and children living in vulnerable communities with the help of 

NGOs. 

Bilateral agreements have also been established such as the revision of a Memorandum 

of Understanding between Indonesian and Malaysian Governments in 2011, granting 

Indonesian migrants the right to retain possession of their passports while working in 

Malaysia or the ratification of the ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations) 

Convention against Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children in 2017.  

Despite the strong action being taken to tackle internal and cross-border human 

trafficking, several challenges remain. We would like to strengthen victim identification 

and reintegration by giving more assistance to help them move on from their trafficking 

experience and reintegrate into society. 

Furthermore, we believe that destination countries should also participates, especially 

our border countries. We need to strengthen our transparency policy to overcome the 

lack of capacity to investigate, prosecute and criminally punish all actors complicit in 

human trafficking. 


