
The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK or North Korea) is a source country for men, 

women, and children who are subjected to trafficking in persons, specifically forced labor and 

forced prostitution. The most common form of trafficking involves North Korean women and girls 

trying to migrate to China, often with the help of a facilitator, seeking food, work, freedom, and 

better life prospects but then they are lured, drugged, or kidnapped by traffickers upon arrival. 

Others are offered jobs but are subsequently trafficked into involuntary servitude through forced 

marriages to Chinese men, often of Korean ethnicity, into forced prostitution in brothels, or the 

Internet sex industry. 

 

Within North Korea, forced labor is part of an established system of political repression. North 

Koreans do not have a choice in the jobs they work and are not free to change jobs at will; the 

DPRK government determines what work each citizen will have. From April to September 2009, 

the government initiated a “150-Day Battle” campaign to boost the economy by requiring 

increased work hours and production targets of citizens, and implementing government- imposed 

programs, such as road building and construction work. The country initiated a second “labor 

mobilization” campaign, the “100-Day Battle,” immediately after the initial “150-Day Battle.” 

 

The North Korean government recruits workers for bilateral contracts with foreign governments, 

including in Russia, countries in Africa, Central and Eastern Europe, East and Southeast Asia, 

including Mongolia, and the Middle East. There are credible reports that many North Korean 

workers sent abroad by the regime under these contracts are subjected to forced labor, with their 

movement and communications constantly under surveillance and restricted by North Korean 

government. 

 

The North Korean government made little, if any, efforts to combat trafficking in persons through 

law enforcement efforts over the last year and continued to severely restrict the movement of its 

citizens internally and across its borders. The government has explicitly denied that human 

trafficking is a problem and contributes to the problem of trafficking. 

The North Korean government does not make any known attempts to identify individuals as 

victims of trafficking or assist victims of trafficking. On the contrary, victims undergo severe 

punishment by the regime if caught attempting to cross the border. 

North Korea is not a party to the UN trafficking Protocol that was adapted by united general 

assembly in 2000. 

 

The North Korea delegation reminds that improving the poor economic, social, political, and 

human rights conditions, recognize human trafficking as a problem in North Korea and support an 

NGO to assist victims of trafficking. Will reduce the act itself and help a lot of victims.  


